154                        GUBBINS ON LOVE

Gubblns on Love. De Omnibus Rebus et Qyibusdam Aliis. This,
Ladies and Gentlemen, is the Only Animal Endowed by

Nature with-----.What was I saying?  I was attempting what

a Very Great Modern Poet has called an oblique presentation
of theme. To put it frankly, my attitude, rather than dorsal or
ventral., is definitely lateral. The theme never appears in
explicit statement.  It is formulated through a series of com-
plex metaphors which defy a paraphrasing of the sense into
an  equivalent  prose.   Per jocmn  et saltum, per  quantum et
quintum, obscurum per obscurius, as another modern poet says,
ad aspidistra.   Matura non facit saltuni?  Not a bit of it. Take
Bohr, take Planck, take Dirac, Hciscnbcrg, Stcrn-Gcrlach,
One-legged Winnie and the Intelligent Reading Public, and
what have you? Nothing. Pcnetratablc impermanence re-
places permanent impenetrability, Man makes matter, matter
makes mind, mind makes man.   Reversible adiabatic cycle.
Man doesn't matter, matter doesn't mind, mind won't man
the boat and we shan't be home to-night. Take atoms, take
protons, take the querulous quantum.   Nature, Ladies and
Gentlemen, may be regarded as a Cheshire cat, or, more pro-
foundly, as a cat on hot bricks, starring the observer, even the
well-known and amiably disposed Stanley McBaldwin, in the
capacity of hot brick."

Susie brought in the beer and a large hunk of Blue
Vinney, and Juicy, passing the ridge or summit ^of his dis-
course, graduated into silence.

Under his mellowing verbiage an undergrowth of con-
versation had already sprouted: the cyclist, pop-eyed and
gaping, dared not speak again, but Mr Wilkins was whispering
to Mrs Fotheringay, and a young chap from Bottlebush was
playing up to Smiler Brown, the Cranbourne wag. " Ole Bill's
bin an gone and got one of them glass eyes, he has."

"Has he now?" asked Smiler.   "Well, I reckon as how
I wouldn't trust meself wf one.  I lay I'd feel as how what
I were seeing weren't natural."
"Am on *ee know Holton Heath?" Old Gossip Batey